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Landmark Cleanup Effort Launched by Ecology’s Whatcom Waterway Decision
Public Invited to Signing Ceremony at 10:30 a.m. Thursday on the Waterway Site

[Bellingham, Wash.] Today the state Department of Ecology’s final approval of a Cleanup Action
Plan and Consent Decree for the Whatcom Waterway on Bellingham’s downtown waterfront
sets the stage for one of the state’s largest marine cleanup projects to date.

When completed, this cleanup will remove 530,000 cubic yards of contaminated material from
Bellingham Bay and the waterfront area, will create two miles of enhanced nearshore habitat
and will transform a contaminated 37-acre industrial treatment lagoon into a Clean Ocean
Marina with new salmon habitat and fish passageways.

Ecology’s announcement was praised by officials from the Port of Bellingham, City of
Bellingham and state Department of Natural Resources — all responsible parties in executing
this $44 million cleanup project. Since 1996, they have worked together, along with federal,
state, local agencies, Nooksack and Lummi Tribes and ReSources — known as the Bellingham
Bay Pilot Team — to develop a cleanup plan. The original plan has been adjusted to reflect the
dramatic change in waterfront activities since the project began. While the waterfront has been
used for industrial purposes for more than 100 years, the community now is working on a
transition to a more sustainable waterfront economy with a mix light industry, commercial and
recreational uses. Ecology's cleanup plan is designed to support these new waterfront uses into
the future.

At the heart of the cleanup plan is the conversion of a 37-acre industrial treatment lagoon into a
new Clean Ocean Marina. This will add new public access, moorage and small boat launching
for Whatcom County’s boating community.

“The city is excited about creating a new, vibrant urban village on the waterfront, which not only
provides jobs and recreational opportunities, but restores public access to Bellingham’s true
front yard,” said Mayor Tim Douglas.

"Ecology's cleanup plan for the Whatcom Waterway will allow the redevelopment of our
contaminated and underutilized industrial waterfront into a new, vibrant part of our community
that provides jobs and recreational opportunities to the next generation of Whatcom County
residents," said Port Commission President Scott Walker. "The port thanks all of its project
partners, especially Ecology, for working with us to ensure a lasting, effective cleanup that
protects our community and supports state-wide salmon recovery efforts.”

Ecology approved its earlier draft Consent Decree without any substantive changes. This Action
Plan (described in the attached fact sheet) includes full removal of contaminated sludge in the
treatment lagoon, targeted dredging where channel depth is needed in Whatcom Waterway



alongside the port’s Shipping Terminal, and capping of contamination in areas of the waterway
that do not require additional depth.

"When the health of the state’s marine ecosystems are at stake, it is incredibly important that we
move forward with effective long-term solutions to contamination problems,” said Doug
Sutherland, Commissioner of Public Lands. “| commend the Port, City and all the partners in this
effort for taking this opportunity to go beyond the necessary cleanup to create a new vision for
Bellingham’s waterfront. The results will be an example of how cleanup and economic
revitalization can go hand in hand to create a vital and sustainable future for Washington’s
citizens.”

Ecology has pledged to provide half of the $44 million cleanup costs to the port through the
state’s Model Toxic Control Act fund. Ecology entered into an initial grant agreement with the
port this spring giving $15.5 million. Ecology anticipates providing the remaining money over
four state biennium budget periods, ending in 2013. Budget estimates for the full project

cost include a 30 percent contingency and anticipated inflation over the full project period, which
includes post-construction site monitoring for thirty years.

The Whatcom Waterway, which includes the Treatment Lagoon, is one of 11 sites in Bellingham
Bay that are being cleaned up through the Bellingham Bay Pilot project. To date, two sites
have have been cleaned up, including an operating boatyard and an old landfill on the banks of
Whatcom Creek. In addition, DNR and partners cleaned up hundreds of tons of creosote pilings
and dock from the mouth of Squalicum Creek, helping to begin the baywide cleanup. And in
each case the projects included substantial restoration of marine and estuarine habitat to
support state-wide salmon recovery efforts.

While the Bellingham Bay Pilot Project began in the 1990s, these cleanup projects are being
supported through the umbrella of Governor Christine Gregoire's Puget Sound Initiative, a
Sound-wide effort to reduce toxic pollution and protect the health of marine habitat. Major
partners in the Bellingham Bay Project include the City of Bellingham, state Departments of
Ecology, Fish and Wildlife, and Natural Resources; local tribes, federal agencies, Georgia
Pacific and volunteer organizations.

The City of Bellingham and DNR already reached agreements with the port that direct the port
to take the lead in performing the cleanup of the Whatcom Waterway. This cleanup agreement
must be signed by officials from the city, DNR, the port and a private company, Meridian Pacific
Highway, LLC., owned primarily by David Ebenal.

Washington’s Department of Natural Resources is trustee and steward of the 2.4 million acres
of state-owned aquatic lands—including many beaches, the bedlands under Puget Sound, the
coast, natural lakes, and navigable rivers. They are managed as a “public trust” for the people of
the state. In addition to protecting the health of these aquatic ecosystems, DNR leases aquatic
lands to public and private users both for water-dependent uses, such as boat moorage and
shellfish cultivation, and for non-water-dependent uses such as restaurants and office buildings.

-30-

The public is invited to the Consent Decree signing ceremony and celebration on
Thursday September 20, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. overlooking the Whatcom Waterway on
the former Georgia Pacific property.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


