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MINUTES OF THE PORT OF BELLINGHAM
COMMISSION MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
HELD TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 20^20
CONFERENCE ROOM - HARBOR CENTSERBUlL

m#

1801 ROEDER AVENUE, BELLINGHAM, WASHIN'GTON —-----——^
*~S3B»»\'

Present: Commissioners:

President Michael Shepard
Vice President Bobby Briscoe
Secretary Ken Bell
Staff: Rob Fix Executive Director
Jan Sitkin Port Legal Counsel
Brian Gouran Director of Environmental & Planning
Carey Jones Executive Assistant

OPEM PUBLIC MEETING, ROLI-CALL AND IMMEDIATELY RECESS TO
EXECUTIVE SESSION - At approximately 3:00 p.m. the regular meeting was opened,
roll was taken and immediately recessed to executive session. The purpose of the
executive session was to discuss potential real estate for consideration of sale,
purchase or lease pursuant to RCW42.30.110(1) (c). The executive session was
expected to last approximately 1 hour with no formal action taken by the Commission
during the executive session.

4:00 PM RECONVENE PUBLIC MEETING, ROLL CALL- At approximately 4:00 PM,
President Michael Shepard opened the public meeting and announced that all 3
Commissioners were present, with Commissioner Briscoe & Shepard conferencing in.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No public comment

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULES
MARINA ADVISORY COMMITTEE (MAC) - Tuesday, April 14, 2020, at 6:00 PM,
Blame Boating Center, 235 Marine Drive, Blaine.

TECHNICAL AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAAC) Establishing new schedules.

BELUNGHAM INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BIAAC) Establishing new schedules.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approve the minutes of the March 3, 2020 open public work study and regular
scheduled meeting.
B. Approve the reallocation of $201,808.76 from General Ledger (GL) #107—8661900 to a new Capital Improvement Project to replace carpet, baseboards, and

paint the interior of the Department of Homeland Security (Lease held at 3871
Airport Way).
C. Authorize the Executive Director to approve the amendment to the previously
executed Multi-Agency Letter of Understanding (LOU) approved March 19, 2019
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between the POB, FAA, WSDOT, and FHWA to change the preferred BLI
Runway 16 Safety area improvement option.
D. Authorize the Port Commission to approve the Airport Ground Lease between

the Port of Bellingham and Halo Holdings LLC for Bellingham International
Airport Binding Site Plan Lease Area #11.
E. Authorize the Port Commission to approve a Modification of Lease Agreement

between the Port of Bellingham and WGR Airport LLC located at the Bellingham
International Airport.
F. Authorize the Port Commission to approve the sale of vessels, pursuant to
Resolution No. 1349.
G. Authorize the Port Commission to approve a Renewal and Modification of Lease
with Lakeside Marine Inc. for Building #1 at the Fairhaven Marine Industrial Park,
Bellingham, Washington.
Motion to approve Consent Agenda items A - G
Discussion: No comments
Motion approved with a 3 - 0 Vote

PRESENTADON
1. Whatcom County Update
Discussion: Whatcom County Executive Satpal Sidhu provided an extensive
presentation on his vision forWhatcom County. He stressed the importance of working
together to achieve a common goal. He outlined his Policy Vision for his administration,

which included; Wetlands Mitigation Bank, Housing Crisis, Public Health, Safety &
Criminal Justice Reforms, Water Security (Fish, Farms, & Forestry), Tribal Relations,
and Joint Civic Plaza Concept.

Commissioner Bell asked Whatcom County Executive Satpal Sidhu if he has a feel for
where the proposed Wetland Mitigation Bank would be in Whatcom County. Satpal said
he is in communication with several people about possible locations, but it is not his job
to find a location. That is the job of the Council, the Farmers, the Tribes, and all of the
elected people.
Commissioner Briscoe asked Whatcom County Executive Satpal Sidhu to define
Workforce Housing. Satpal said it is for the people who make more than 120% - 200%
AMI (area median income). Whatcom County has low income housing and Federal
grants, that criteria is 60% -120% AMI.
Commissioner Bell asked where the county proposes to build these houses. Whatcom
County Executive Satpal Sidhu said in Whatcom County. Satpal proposed creating
incentive for new housing development.
Commissioner Briscoe asked if the County is planning to rezone and make the parcels
smaller. Whatcom County Executive Satpal Sidhu responded no.
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Commissioner Shepard said he believes what model Whatcom County Executive Satpal
Sidhu is sharing is very similar to the City of Bellingham's housing trust fund model. It's
a pool of money that is available for purchasing properties, and constructing them.

Commissioner Shepard believes there are properties throughout the city (COB) and
county (Whatcom) that are available to purchase. The challenge is getting the private
sector to build Workforce Housing.
Commissioner Briscoe asked Whatcom County Executive Satpal Sidhu where he plans
to get the Power, Water, and Sewer for these Workforce projects. Commissioner

Shepard stepped in and said Satpal is at the Port to bring everyone a high level
orientation to where he is trying to direct the county; Satpal was in agreement.
Commissioner Briscoe said if the Jail is as bad as the claims, then why has it not been
condemned. If the building is condemned then it has to be replaced. Whatcom County

Executive Satpal Sidhu said he does not believe this is the right step at this time.
Satpal also said that there are proponents in the county that do not believe it needs to
be replaced.
Commissioner Briscoe said he is very concerned with the attack on Cherri Point
Refinery by certain groups, and he would hope that the Whatcom County Executive &
the Council have a very clear vision on what to do, and that it is not politically driven.
Whatcom County Executive Satpal Sidhu thanked Commissioner Briscoe for his
comment.

2. Whatcom Waterway Phase 2/ ASB Update
Discussion: Director of Environmental & Planning Brian Gouran gave a brief
presentation on the Whatcom Waterway Phase 2, which included a Background
summary, Evaluation & Findings, Stakeholder Outreach Plan, Cleanup update & current
approach, ongoing coordination with Ecology & Project Partners, Evaluation of findings,
Recommendations and Next Steps, and asked the Commission for input and direction.
Commissioner Bell asked what contaminates are being contained at the site. Director
of Environmental & Planning Brian Gouran said it is primarily mercury and phenolic
compound.

Commissioner Shepard asked how much accumulation is being deposited over a period
of time. Director of Environmental & Planning Brian Gouran said it varies, but in the
majority of the bay it is accumulating in measures of centimeters a year.
Commissioner Shepard asked if the Port has an acreage estimate for what would be
dredged in the ASB for the creation of land. Director of Environmental & Planning Brian
Gouran said it will vary depending on where the wall is installed.
Commissioner Briscoe asked how long the sediment has to sit before the ground can be
developed. Director of Environmental & Planning Brian Gouran said it could easily be a
couple of years, or the Port could use a more aggressive approach to an area to
increase the process.
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Commissioner Shepard asked if this does not fall into the Ports implantation agreement
No. 1 with the Lummi Nation. Director of Environmental & Planning Brian Gouran said
that is correct.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No public comment

OTHER BUSINESS
Commissioner Shepard said the COVID-19 pandemic is not going away anytime soon,
and he can already see the long term effects it is going to have on the economy.
Commissioner Shepard relayed a message from the Emergency Command Center that
said; don't panic, have a plan, don't hoard, and support each other. Commissioner
Shepard introduced the Director of Economic Development Don Goldberg who gave a
brief update on the COVID-1 9, and how it is going to affect the local economy. Don
said if everything goes smoothly the county is in a 3 month phase of recovery. Don said
the Whatcom County Health Department is already overloaded and there is very few
cases in the county. Commissioner Shepard asked Don if he has any suggestions on
immobilizing the EDI fund. Don said they would hate to use all long term funding today,
but if tomorrow does not come, it doesn't do anyone any good to save that funding.
Commissioner Bell said it is too early to tell if funds are going to come down from the
Feds, or the State, or other funds into the system. Commissioner Briscoe agreed that it
is too early to earmark funds from EDI, that money was designated for other things.
These funds should be used as a last resort. The Port/EDI Board needs to wait to see
what funds come from the Federal and State level.
Commissioner Briscoe brought up the protocol of how to handle emergency meetings.
As well as the concept of having Official Identification Cards for Government and Port
business, if there is a mandatory lockdown. Executive Director Rob Fix asked the
Commissioners if March 31st would work for their schedules as a possible time for a
meeting if needed. All three Commissioners were in agreement on that date, as a
tentative meeting.

ADJOURN
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:56 PM.
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