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Chapter 1: Introduction
About the Port of Bellingham
The Port of Bellingham is a Washington State special purpose municipal corporation serving all of
Whatcom County. The Port was formed by a vote of the public in 1920 to ensure public ownership of our
waterfront and promote economic development. The Port is governed by a 3-member Board of
Commissioners elected by the registered voters of Whatcom County. The Port Commissioners serve
four-year, staggered terms.
The Port of Bellingham owns or manages approximately 1,600 acres of land and 300 acres of tidelands in
Blaine, Sumas, Bellingham and unincorporated Whatcom County, including the Bellingham International
Airport; two boat harbors with approximately 2,000 boat slips and three boat launches; four industrial
parks; facilities to support marine trades businesses; a multi-modal transportation center that supports
the Alaska Marine Highway System, Amtrak and a Greyhound Bus terminal; and a network of public
parks, trails and community meeting facilities for public use and enjoyment.
There are approximately 1,367,900 square feet of office, commercial, and industrial building space
located on Port property, which support 241 businesses. A total of 8,780 direct and indirect jobs are
generated and supported by Port of Bellingham operations. (Source: The Economic Impacts of the Port
of Bellingham, Martin and Associates, 2013.)

Port Mission Statement
The Port of Bellingham’s mission is to fulfill the essential transportation and economic development
needs of the region, while providing leadership in maintaining Whatcom County’s overall economic
vitality through the development of comprehensive facilities, programs, and services. In doing so, the
Port pledges to work cooperatively with other entities — within the framework of community standards —
and to be a responsible trustee of our publicly owned assets.

Port Values
•

The Port of Bellingham works to be a valuable public organization with a reputation for delivering on
its commitments; working in an open, decisive atmosphere; taking pride in its work; and,
communicating its contributions to the community.

•

The Port of Bellingham places a premium on providing superior customer service and being
responsive to changing market conditions with its business activities.

•

The Port of Bellingham demonstrates statesmanship and leadership in difficult public policy issues.
Public involvement is highly regarded, and the Port incorporates varied views while making difficult
decisions in a complex environment.

•

The Port strives for a diversified, professional workforce. Emphasis is placed on developing the full
potential of all employees.

•

The Port of Bellingham employs its expertise and leadership ability in state and federal Port industry
activities and issues.

•

The Port of Bellingham pledges to work cooperatively with other entities, within the framework of
community standards, and to be a responsible trustee of our publicly owned assets.
1

Legislative Powers
Subject to the provisions of Title 53 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) of 1911, the Port may
develop and operate harbor improvements, belt line railways, water and land transfer and terminal
facilities, airports, toll bridges, tunnels, foreign trade zones and engage in economic development and
tourism programs.
The Port may levy property taxes, issue bonds, charge for services, and create local improvement
districts (LID) or benefit assessment taxes to pay for improvements. However before creating any
improvements, it shall be the duty of the Board of Commissioners to hold a public hearing on the adoption
of a comprehensive scheme of harbor improvements plan (RCW 53.20.010).

Plan Objectives
The purpose of this Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements plan is to describe existing and
proposed uses, facilities, infrastructure, and opportunities for properties owned or managed by the Port,
and to identify capital investments needed to support the planned use of these properties and facilities.
This Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements together with the Port’s annual Strategic Budget
is intended to meet the requirements of RCW 53.20.010 to maintain a Comprehensive Scheme of
Harbor Improvements. The preparation, adoption and update of this plan provides public information and
the opportunity for public input regarding capital projects proposed by the Port of Bellingham.

Relationship to Other Planning Documents
This document is intended to update and supplement the following Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor
Improvement documents previously adopted for various sub-areas of the Port. These documents provide
valuable history and may have more detailed information about Port properties and facilities, and are
retained as reference documents to the extent that they do not conflict with this updated Comprehensive
Scheme of Harbor Improvements or future updates.
•

Bellingham International Airport Master Plan Update, May 2015

•

Bellingham International Airport General Binding Site Plan and PUD, January 2014

•

Blaine Marine Industrial Area Plan, 2013 DRAFT (final draft was not formally adopted)

•

Blaine Wharf District Master Plan, December 2007

•

The Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan, December 2013

•

Fairhaven Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements, November 2008 & 2014 update

•

Squalicum Peninsula Planned Contract July 1998

•

Bellwether Gate Planned Development Permit, December 2007

•

Squalicum Harbor Land Use Plan, 1983 & amendments dated 1997, 1998, 2004, 2005 and 2013

•

Sumas Cargo Terminal, 1986 & amendments dated 1998, 2000, 2001, and 2003
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Chapter 2: Port Facilities
Port Planning Areas
For planning purposes, Port properties and facilities are divided into eight planning areas. Each of these
planning areas is located in a distinct geographic area within Whatcom County and provides a unique
contribution to the Port of Bellingham and Whatcom County economy and infrastructure.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blaine Harbor
Sumas International Cargo Terminal
Bellingham International Airport
Little Squalicum Beach
Squalicum Harbor
Bellwether on the Bay
The Waterfront District
Fairhaven

Figure 1- District Planning Areas Map
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Figure 2-Blaine Harbor Land & Facilities
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Blaine Harbor
Blaine is located in the northwest corner of the county, contiguous with the border of Canada, and a little
more than a half-hour drive south of Vancouver, B.C. and a two-hour drive north of Seattle. Blaine is a
primary port of entry between Canada and the United States.
The Blaine Wharf District contains approximately 2 miles of shoreline adjacent to the City of Blaine
downtown core. The Burlington Northern Railroad right-of-way separates the downtown area from the
Wharf District. Marine Drive is the main arterial within the Wharf District and separates Port property to
the south, and the City property to the north of Marine Drive.
The Port owns approximately 24 acres of uplands, 46 acres of tidelands, and manages 12.5 acres of
State tidelands. Port facilities include a small boat harbor with a sawtooth dock, two-lane boat launch,
three weblockers, commercial fishing gear storage area, a marine industrial area, commercial land
leases, public access facilities, a fishing pier and associated parking.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Blaine Harbor
Facility Description: Blaine Harbor is a 629 slip small boat harbor with a harbor office, three gates,
two covered boathouses which house 32 vessels, 800 feet of visitor moorage, loading space for
the Plover ferry to Semiahmoo and associated shared parking. Water depth within the Blaine
Harbor is -10’ to -12’ MLLW.
Future Plans: Continue existing uses. Scheduled maintenance projects include: upgrade sewage
pump outs and portable sewer pump carts, electrical power upgrades, replace utility hangers,
upgrade boathouse water lines, replace the Gate 1 concrete landing, Gate 1 maintenance
dredging, paint Gatehouse 1 and 3, repair or replace dock boxes, upgrade the sawtooth dock,
upgrade parking lot and dock lighting, parking lot upgrades, improve directional signage, install a
video surveillance system and explore the feasibility of reopening the harbor fuel facility.
Boat Launch and Parking
Facility Description: The Blaine boat launch is a two lane launch facility for small vessels which
was funded by the Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation. The facility includes seasonal
restrooms, 62 parking spaces for vehicles and boat trailers and a boat rinse down facility. There
are approximately 2 acres of undeveloped property west of the boat launch parking.
Future Plans: This facility will continue to be operated as a public boat launch with public
restrooms. Maintenance dredging and restroom upgrades will be needed in the future.
Weblockers and Commercial Fishing Gear storage
Facility Description: The Port owns three Blaine webhouses to store commercial fishing gear.
Webhouse #1 is located within the marine industrial area. Webhouses #2 and #3 are located on
Milhollin Drive. The web houses are old wood pole structures with open bays for gear storage. In
addition, a 20,000 square foot fenced storage yard provides outdoor fishing gear storage.
Future Plans: Webhouse #1 may be demolished or relocated during the redevelopment of the
marine industrial area. Webhouse #2 and #3 are proposed to remain in their current location for
the next five years or longer. The 2016 budget includes funds to replace the roofs, siding and
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upgrade doors on webhouse #2 and #3. In the future, webhouses #2 and #3 may be modified or
demolished and reconstructed in a different location if the current site is redeveloped.
Sawtooth Dock
Facility Description: The sawtooth dock is located along the eastern bulkhead of the Blaine
Marine Industrial Area. This wharf is approximately 300 feet long with a saw tooth pattern to
facilitate moorage and commercial fishing gear loading and off-loading. The bulkhead and piling
supporting the wharf is failing and the decking has structural issues in some areas, which has
resulted in weight restrictions. The Port is currently exploring options to upgrade this facility.
Future Plans: Maintain and upgrade the sawtooth dock or a similar facility to support commercial
fishing moorage and gear offloading in the same approximate location.
North and South Piers
Facility Description: The North and South Piers were formerly owned by Blaine Marina, Inc. The
North Pier was used as a fuel pier, with a fuel float moored at the end of the pier. The ownership of
both piers reverted to the Port upon termination of the Blaine Marina, Inc. lease. The Port leases
both piers to seafood buyers on a month to month basis.
Future Plans: Both piers will be retained and upgraded or replaced by similar size piers to support
fish buying, moorage or vessel fueling. The Port is exploring potential options for vessel fueling.
Marine Railway
Facility Description: A 250-ton marine railway is currently located within the Westman Marine
Model Toxic Control Act (MTCA) site and may need to be modified or removed during the
upcoming MTCA site cleanup. Approximately 315 LF of in-water berths and a 30-ton travel lift
currently support adjacent boatyard activities and moorage.
Future Plans: The marine railway may need to be modified or removed during the Westman
Marine site MTCA cleanup. The Port will work with the tenant to upgrade or replace the marine
railway with a bulkhead and piers sized appropriately to the intended market for the boatyard.
Marine Bulkheads and Small Docks
Facility Description: The Port owns or controls approximately 2,000 LF of marine bulkheads,
which support upland fill areas, and a number of small docks and floats provide access to marine
water. Most of these facilities were constructed over fifty years ago and are beginning to fail.
Future Plans: Upgrade or replacement of failing bulkheads will be needed in the near future.
Small docks, floats and piers which are no longer needed will be removed as these areas are
redeveloped.

Properties and Land Leases:
Blaine Marine Industrial Area:
Facility Description:
The Blaine Marine Industrial Area is a 5.4-acre site at the west end of Blaine Harbor, south of
Marine Drive. This property includes state tidelands managed by the Port under a Port
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Management Agreement (PMA.) The majority of the site is leased to tenants for fish processing
and boat repair. The site also includes Port owned Webhouse #1, a sawtooth dock, a marine
railway, the North and South piers, and several smaller piers, vacant buildings, and a shared
parking lot. The site includes the Blaine Marina Inc. and Westman Marine environmental cleanup
sites regulated under the state Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA.)
Future Plans:
The Blaine Marine Industrial Area will continue to be used for fish processing, boat repair and
other light industrial uses and services to support commercial fishing and boating. Several of the
existing fish processors have expressed interest in increasing the size of their facilities and lease
areas. Proposed capital projects for this area include: two MTCA site cleanup projects, upgrade or
remove the existing marine railway, repair failing bulkheads, upgrade the North and South piers
and Sawtooth dock, improve traffic circulation, parking, utilities, paving and stormwater systems,
and potential relocation of the harbor fuel facility. Webhouse #1 may be demolished,
reconstructed or relocated. The Port completed a Draft Blaine Marina Industrial Area Plan in May
2013 which includes additional information on options for redeveloping this site.
Commercial Mixed-Use Leases:
Facility Description: The Port has land leases with a number of tenants who own or lease
buildings and operate businesses on Port property. Current tenants within the “Mariner Village”
Blaine Wharf District Area 3 include:
•
•
•

Blaine Marine Services: boat storage and repair
Dockside Mall and Harbor Pavilion: commercial and office uses
The Northern Light Building: commercial, office and residential use

Future Plans: The 2007 Blaine Wharf District Plan and associated zoning allows a wide range of
commercial, entertainment and residential uses within the “Mariner Village” portion of the Wharf
District. The Port is currently working with the City of Blaine to consider a Master Plan and zoning
amendment which would allow additional marine industrial and recreational uses within the
Mariner Village area.

Public Access Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•

Blaine Boating Center: The Boating Center includes the Harbormasters office, public
restrooms, laundry facilities for boaters and a public meeting room with 65 occupant capacity.

•

Wharf District Promenade and Interpretive Trail: The promenade along the frontage of the
marina includes landscaping, covered seating, art work and interpretive signs for public
information and enjoyment, connected to a network of city bicycle and pedestrian routes.

•

Fishermen’s Memorial: The Fishermen’s Memorial is a landscaped pavilion to
commemorate local commercial fishers who have lost their lives at sea.

•

Jorgensen Pier: The Jorgensen Pier, also known as the Blaine End Pier or Fisherman’s Pier,
is a recreational pier located on state tidelands with a picnic shelter, benches, tables and
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upgraded railings, decking and pilings. The section of Marine Drive providing access to this
pier is closed to vehicle use due to failing bulkheads, sub-grade and pavement.
Future Plans:
•

Upgrade and Extend Promenade: The wood decking on portions of the promenade needs to
be replaced over time. The 2007 Blaine Wharf District Master Plan calls for extension of this
promenade to connect the boat launch, Plover Park, a pedestrian bridge over the railway and
extension of bicycle and pedestrian facilities along Marine Drive to the Jorgensen Pier. These
improvements will be made over time as funding is available and property redevelops.

•

Improve access to Jorgensen Pier: The City of Blaine and Port have an interlocal
agreement to jointly study options and pursue funding to repair the failing bulkheads and
reconstruct the section of Marine Drive which provides access to the public pier.

•

Plover Park: The Blaine Wharf District Master Plan recommends development of a new park
and parking area on the vacant Port land west of the boat launch and public restrooms. The
park land would be dedicated to the City at such time as the surrounding property redevelops.

•

Pintail Marsh: The Wharf District Master Plan recommends wetland enhancement and a
pedestrian trail along the adjacent BNSF right-of-way. This project would need to be
coordinated and jointly funded by the Port, City of Blaine and BNSF.

•

Pedestrian Bridge to Downtown: A pedestrian bridge over the BNSF line would improve
access to Downtown. This would be a joint City of Blaine and Port project, coordinated with
BNSF.

Vacant or Underdeveloped Land:
Milhollin Drive Area:
Facility Description: There are approximately five acres of vacant and underutilized land along
both sides of Milhollin Drive, north and west of the existing boat launch parking area.
Future Plans: The 2007 Blaine Wharf District Master Plan, prepared jointly by the Port and City of
Blaine, identifies the land adjacent to Millholin Drive for mixed-use commercial and residential
development, including a park, promenade, parking area, and pedestrian trails. The Blaine real
estate market may not support mixed-use development at this time. The Port is working with the
City of Blaine to consider a Master Plan amendment to allow a broader range of marine-related,
commercial, and recreational uses in this area.

Related Planning Documents:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blaine Wharf District Master Plan, Port of Bellingham/ City of Blaine, December 2007
Blaine Marine Industrial Area Plan- Concept Selection, Makers, May 2013
Blaine Harbor Condition Survey/Assessment of Shoreline, Bulkheads and Roadway, Reid
Middleton, November 24, 2015
North and South Pier Condition Report, Reid Middleton, 2015
Westman Marine MTCA Agreed Order, 2013
Blaine Marina Inc. MTCA Agreed Order, 2012
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Jorgensen Pier at end of Marine Drive with Semiahmoo in background
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Figure 3 - SICT Land & Facilities
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Sumas International Cargo Terminal
The Sumas International Cargo Terminal is located along the western side of the City of Sumas, adjacent
to the BNSF rail line and near the U.S./ Canadian border. The Port purchased 45 acres in the mid-1980s
to construct an international cargo terminal, prepared the Sumas International Cargo Center Master Plan
in 1985, and established Industrial Development District #8 in 1986. The site was annexed to the City of
Sumas and the Port constructed overweight haul roads and utilities to serve the facility. The Port leased
sites within the development to industrial tenants for wood product processing, transportation and a
cogeneration facility during the 1990s. The Port adopted Resolution 1177 in 2003 to remove the Industrial
Development District designation and declare the properties surplus to the needs of the Port. The Port
dedicated two parcels adjacent to Sumas Creek to the City of Sumas, sold 17 acres to businesses which
occupied the facility and retains approximately 27 acres.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Facility Description: The Port owns a 20,000 square foot building within the Teal Jones
leasehold, and leases this building to Teal Jones Lumber Services, Inc.
Future Plans: No change; Continue to maintain and lease or sell this building for industrial use.

Properties and Land Leases:
Facility Description: The Port currently leases three parcels to two industrial tenants:
•
•

Mt. View Reload- 6.18 acres
Teal Jones- 5.05 acres

Future Plans: Continue to lease these properties to existing or new tenants for industrial
purposes, or sell these parcels to the current tenants, if interested.

Public Access Facilities: The Port dedicated land along Sumas Creek to the City for public use.
Vacant or Underdeveloped Land:
Facility Description: The Port owns two vacant parcels totaling 1.87 acres, which are impacted by
forested wetlands, and two vacant lots totaling approximately 14.18 acres which are suitable for
development with some wetland mitigation. Teal Jones has a right of first offer on the 9.03 acres
of vacant land west of Bob Mitchell Ave.
Future Plans:
•

Sell the vacant developable land to Teal Jones Lumber Services, if interested, or market
the vacant land to seek an alternate buyer at the end of the current option to purchase.

Related Planning Documents:
•

Sumas Cargo Terminal: 1986, updated in 1998, 2000, 2001, 2003 and 2007
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Figure 4 - BLI Land & Facilities
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Bellingham International Airport
Bellingham International Airport (BLI)is an FAA Class 1, Part 139 airport, located just north and west of
the Bellingham city limits. BLI supports a 6,701 x 150-foot all-weather approach runway, with a full
Instrument Landing System (ILS) and an FAA Air Traffic Control Tower. There are visual approach
landing aids on both runways 16 & 34. BLI has both a Commercial and a General Aviation terminal.
There are currently two Fixed-Based Operators (FBOs), providing fuel and other aviation related
services. There are 123 private and publicly owned hangars, and 69 aircraft tie-downs.
The Port owns approximately 1,079 acres
surrounding the Bellingham International Airport.
The airport and associated land is located in
unincorporated Whatcom County within the City of
Bellingham Urban Growth Area (UGA).
The May 2015 Bellingham International Airport
Master Plan and Airport Layout Plan (ALP) provides
greater detail regarding existing and proposed land
uses and facilities on Airport property. All uses,
activities and improvements at the Bellingham
International Airport must be consistent with the
2015 Airport Master Plan and Airport Layout Plan or
a subsequent amendment approved by the FAA
and adopted by the Port Commission.
The Whatcom County Bellingham International
Airport Binding Site Plan 2 and Planned Unit Development (PUD) approved by Whatcom County in 2014,
established development pads, wetland buffers, permitted wetland fill areas, and includes stormwater
standards, traffic mitigation, landscaping and sidewalk requirements, permitted uses and a phasing plan
for development. The PUD Phasing Plan is illustrated on Figure 6. The Phase 2 development areas
may not be developed until all of the Phase 1 sidewalks and landscaping are installed. Development in
Phase 2 wetlands is subject to completion of the Phase 2 wetland mitigation construction.
The Phase 3 Development Area west of the runway may not be developed until the City approves water
and sewer extension, and a Planned Unit Development amendment and wetland permits are approved.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing and proposed Aviation Facilities are described in Table 2-1, which was copied from the
Summary of Facility Requirements in the May 2015 Bellingham International Airport Master Plan. This
table is included for reference to describe the projects approved in the 2015 Airport Master Plan. The Port
is currently working on an update to the Bellingham International Airport Master Plan. For updated
information relating to Aviation Facilities and future requirements, please refer to the updated Bellingham
International Airport Master Plan and Airport Layout Plan (ALP) expected to be complete in 2017.
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Figure 5- BLI Master Plan - Airport Land Use Plan
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Table 2-1 Summary of Existing and Proposed Aviation Facilities
Source: Bellingham International Airport Master Plan, URS, May, 2015, Table 1-3 Summary of
Facility Requirements. Please refer to current BLI Master Plan for an updated list of Facilities.
Facilities

Conclusions

Airfield

Runway 16-34, at 6,701 feet, provides sufficient take-off length for all aircraft forecast
to use the airport.
The existing exit taxiway system, consisting of four angled exits, is non-standard and
will need to be redesigned to keep up with the needs of both the commercial and general
aviation traffic.
The taxiway system, particularly Taxiways E and H need upgraded to eliminate
opportunities for runway incursions by realigning or truncating taxiways F, E, D and C.
The Airport Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) is too short to provide an unimpeded
line-of-sight to all portions of the active aircraft movement area. A Safety Risk
Management Study should be initiated to assess whether the increased activity levels at
BLI have adversely affected this problem. If it is determined that the situation needs to
be remedied the tower will need to be either raised, relocated or otherwise modified.
A new Instrument Landing System (ILS) should be considered for Runway 34 to provide
for better all-weather operations as well as to increase operational flexibility. FAA will
review the need for the facility as demand increases.
An Airport Radar Surveillance System (ASR) is recommended to increase safety and
efficiency in operations.
To control the impacts of engine run-up operations, both operationally and in terms of
community compatibility a designated area for engine-run ups should be developed.
A designated helicopter landing area should be designated to separate this activity from
that of fixed wing aircraft.

Passenger Terminal

At the time of this master plan (2013), the passenger terminal building was being
expanded to accommodate 750,000 to 800,000 annual enplaned passengers. Based on
the forecasts, this should serve the airport until the 2020 to 2025 period, at which time an
expansion may be needed to serve increasing demand with an acceptable level of
service.
In addition, seven Remain Over Night (RON) parking spaces need to be developed to
accommodate demand.

Terminal Area Support

The fuel truck storage/ready area, Ground Service Equipment (GSE) storage, charging
and maintenance areas, de-icing storage and application, waste disposal facilities,
commissary and stores buildings, and delivery facilities are all part of the terminal
complex. These will need to be accounted for as the terminal area is expanded.

Airport Access

Providing access to the airport with an acceptable level of service will require continued
improvements to area roadways The intersection of I-5 with Bakerview Road was
recently improved to increase capacity overall and included consideration of the
projected growth in airport related traffic through 2030.
Airport growth beyond that forecast or traffic from regional development could trigger
the need for additional traffic improvements. Other regional roadway improvements
that merit further study include the extension of Wynn Road or Kope Road from the
north to provide an alternate access route to the airport.
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Automobile Parking

The current public parking lots provide space for 2,941 vehicles in six individually
designated lots. This includes 2,867 public spaces, 41 ADA compliant spaces, 3 RV
stalls, 16 drop-off/pick-up (30 minutes free) spaces and a 14-space cell phone lot
(free). Forecasts show that additional parking will be needed as passenger levels
continue to grow although off-site parking could reduce the demand for on-airport
facilities.

Air Cargo

The new passenger terminal contains facilities for processing cargo shipped on the
commercial airlines. This area will suffice through the period covered in the master
plan. All-cargo activity is forecast to continue to consist of feeder service using
small regional aircraft but additional space will need to be provided to handle the
increased usage. This will be done either by re-marking existing pavement or by
constructing new air cargo apron areas.

Based Aircraft Hangar
Storage

With the forecasted growth in based aircraft, as well as the existing unmet demand for
hangar space, additional area for hangar development is needed. Additionally some
of the existing T-hangars do not meet FAA design criteria for taxiway clearance
between the buildings.

FBO and Support

Expanded or new FBO facilities are required to provide support for the growing
general aviation community. These facilities will provide not only aircraft
maintenance hangars but also pilot lounge areas, aircraft fueling, and space for
transient aircraft parking.

Fueling

The current fuel storage facility provides less than two days of fueling capacity. The
fuel farm needs to be expanded to increase the capacity to match the increase in
aviation activity.

Non-Aviation Buildings:
•

Wood Stone Building: The Port owns one of the two buildings occupied by Wood Stone. This facility
and the adjacent parking lot are leased for industrial use.

•

International Trade Building: This Port building is approximately 60,000 square feet. Half of the
building is currently leased by U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the other half is jointly used
by the Port, City of Bellingham and County for the Whatcom Unified Emergency Coordination Center.

Vacant or Underutilized Buildings:
•

Pit Stop Building: This vacant 1,600 square foot building was constructed in 1953 by Emco
Helicopters and is proposed for demolition. A Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form
was completed in December 2009. The surrounding land is used for parking.

•

Washington Air National Guard (WANG) Site: The buildings on this site will be demolished. The
associated site is 6.24 acres, with runway access available.

•

Army National Guard Complex: Portions of this 24,000 square foot building complex are currently
leased by the Civil Air Patrol and other portions are used for storage. This complex is available for
lease as is, or for demolition and redevelopment. The associated parcel is 5.1 acres.

•

Humane Society Building: This vacant 6,000 square foot building, formerly used as a dog pound, is
available for reuse or demolition and redevelopment. The associated 54,349 square foot site is
impacted by wetlands and wetland buffers. Approximately 31,400 square feet is usable land.

•

Chinook Enterprise Building: This 10,000 square foot vacant building is currently owned by the
County. The Port is working with the County to identify a tenant and is considering acquisition.
16

Properties and Land Leases:
Existing Facilities: In addition to the Aviation Facilities described above, the Port owns approximately
132 acres east of the runway which are located outside of the airport fence and do not have direct access
to the runway. The 2015 Airport Master Plan designates these sites for Aeronautical or Commercial or
Light Industrial uses which are compatible with aviation uses. These uses include, but are not limited to
restaurants, automobile parking, rental cars, hotels, commercial offices, light industrial facilities,
warehouses, retail or similar uses. The BLI Binding Site Pan and PUD established 64 specific parcels
which are leased for development, and eighteen development pads where development is authorized,
illustrated on page 19, Figure 6. The uses and tenants of these leased parcels change over time.
Future Plans: Businesses located on airport property support aviation business, provide services for
airport customers and generate lease revenue to help off-set the cost of operating the airport. Future
uses must be consistent with the 2015 Bellingham International Airport Master Plan and the 2014
Bellingham International Airport Planned Unit Development, and future amendments to these plans.

Public Access Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•

Marine Drive Trail- Bicycle and pedestrian trail along Marine Drive adjacent to the Cliffside
residential area, with parking, picnic tables and spectacular water views.

Future Plans:


Airport Bicycle and Pedestrian Trail- This proposed trail would follow Mitchel Way, Airport
Drive, Marine Drive, and the fence along the west side of the runway, to form a 5-mile
pedestrian and bicycle route around the airport. The construction of this trail is subject to FAA
approval, coordination with the City and County, and funding from a variety of sources.

Vacant or Underutilized Land:
The BLI Binding Site Pan and PUD established 64 specific parcels which have been leased for
development and 18 development pads where development is authorized as illustrated in Figure 6.
Development on Airport property inside or outside of the airport fence must be consistent with the current
Bellingham International Airport Master Plan, and the development standards, infrastructure
requirements and phasing plan approved in the BLI Binding Site Plan and PUD. Development Areas 3,
5 and 6 are fully developed. The following Development Areas are vacant or underutilized:
Facility Descriptions:
•

Development Areas 1 and 2 are inside the airport fence and reserved for aviation uses.

•

Development Area 4 is partially developed for airport parking and the Holiday Inn. Approximately 8
developable acres remain in this area. This property does not have direct access to the runway, but is
located close to the terminal and is most suitable for parking, rental cars and other commercial or
services for the travelling public. There are a few small wetlands on this parcel where wetland fill and
buffer impacts have been authorized, subject to USACE approval of the proposed use. See Fig. 6.

•

Development Area 7 has been used as an interim overflow parking lot in the past, but is currently
under option to the Wood Stone Corporation. Wood Stone plans to partially redevelop area 7 for
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future parking or facility expansion.
•

Development Area 8 is currently vacant and may be used for the future expansion of Sound
Beverage, or for an alternate commercial or light industrial use.

•

Development Areas 9-14 are adjacent to the runway and are reserved for future Aeronautical Uses
in the 2015 BLI Airport Master Plan. Development Areas 9 and 14 will not be available for
development until the Phase 2 wetland mitigation is constructed, or an alternate mitigation project is
completed in accordance with a permit modification approved by agencies with jurisdiction. The
December 2010 wetland fill permit expires in December 2020. Additional investigation and monitoring
of potential historic and cultural resources is required under the US Army Corps of Engineers permit
prior to development of these parcels.

•

Development Areas 15-18 are part of the Airport Industrial Park. These four areas, containing a
combined 13.4 acres are considered Phase 2 development areas under the BLI Binding Site Plan and
PUD, and can’t be developed until all of the Phase 1 sidewalks and landscaping have been installed.
Small wetlands on the edges of several parcels need additional review and approval by the US Army
Corps of Engineers prior to being filled, or the vegetation in these wetlands could be retained as
landscaping. This area may be leased for a variety of Commercial or Light Industrial uses,
consistent with the current Airport Master Plan and approved Planned Unit Development.

Future Plans:
Vacant and underutilized land and buildings at the airport will be developed for aviation-related facilities
and services or marketed for lease to generate lease revenues to support airport operations. All uses
and activities on airport land must be consistent with the 2015 Bellingham International Airport Master
Plan, the 2014 Bellingham International Airport Binding Site Plan and Planned Unit Development,
including the associated wetland permits, water quality certificate, stormwater plan, traffic plan,
landscape and sidewalk plans, cultural resource management requirements, and future amendments to
these documents. Note: An update to the 2015 Bellingham International Airport Master Plan is
currently in progress, with adoption projected in 2017. Please refer to the updated Airport Master Plan,
when adopted, for the most current information regarding existing and proposed airport facilities.

Related Planning Documents:
•

Bellingham International Airport Master Plan, May 2015

•

Bellingham International Airport Binding Site Plan and Planned Unit Development, Feb 2014

•

BLI Stormwater Management Master Plan, David Evans and Associates, June 2010

•

BLI Traffic Impact Analysis, Transpo Group, November 2009

•

Revised Wetland Buffer Plan for BLI Eastside Development Master Plan David Evans and Assoc.
November 2007 and December 2009 Addendum

•

Archaeological Survey and Cultural Resource Evaluation for Developments Proposed in Areas 4, 9,
and 14, BLI, Rosario Archaeology, December 2009.
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Figure 6- BLI BSP/PUD Phasing Plan
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Figure 7 - Little Squalicum Beach Land & Facilities
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Little Squalicum Beach
This planning area consists of 25 acres of uplands and 63 acres of aquatic tidelands, including the
peninsula occupied by Mt. Baker Products and the Gaston Bay Building plus the beach and tidelands
north of Mt. Baker Products. This planning area is located within unincorporated Whatcom County in the
City of Bellingham Urban Growth Area. The Bellingham City Limits follow the northern and eastern
boundary of the Planning Area. The land to the west and northwest is unincorporated Whatcom County.
The planning area is surrounded by the waters of Bellingham Bay to the southeast, south and west.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Shultz Drive
Existing Facility: Shultz Drive is a Port road that provides access to local businesses and also
serves as a popular short-cut for through traffic travelling from Eldridge Ave. to the waterfront.
Future Plans: Eventually, this area may be annexed to the City of Bellingham and this road may
be dedicated as a public road. Until then, the Port will continue to maintain and repair this road as
needed.

Properties and Land Leases:
Existing Facilities:
•
•

Mt. Baker Products: Privately owned industrial building and rail spur on leased parcel.
Gaston Bay Building: Privately owned mixed-use commercial building on leased parcel.

Future Plans: Continue to lease this land to commercial and industrial tenants, for uses
consistent with existing Whatcom County Heavy Industrial zoning and Urban shoreline
regulations. Annexation to the City of Bellingham may be considered in the future.

Public Access Facilities:
Little Squalicum Beach
Existing Facilities: The Little Squalicum Beach is a popular natural beach, accessible from Port
land at the end of Shultz Drive or via a City trail from Marine Drive. The Port owns the Shultz Drive
parking lot and beach, and the City of Bellingham owns the old cement plant pier and Marine
Drive trail. The Port worked with the City of Bellingham and other public and private stakeholders
to restore the shoreline and enhance fish habitat along the Little Squalicum Peninsula and
Estuary. The Little Squalicum Beach Enhancement and the Port parking lot and public access
facilities in this area complement adjacent City recreation facilities and support future cooperative
improvements to implement the Little Squalicum Park Plan, City of Bellingham, 2010.
Future Plans: Continue working with the City of Bellingham and other public and private
stakeholders to enhance the beach and estuary for habitat and public access.
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Vacant or Underutilized Land:
Vacant land behind Mt. Baker Products
Facility Description: Approximately 5.4 acres behind the Mt. Baker Products facility is a vacant
gravel pad which was used for industrial use and wood storage in the past. This peninsula is
surrounded by water on three sides and two parcels are leased for the Gaston Bay Building and
Mount Baker Products to the east. Access is available via a gravel driveway north of Mt. Baker
Products. This property is not currently served by water or sewer service. The City of Bellingham
does not generally extend water and sewer service for development in the UGA without
annexation.
The southeastern shoreline of this parcel fronts on the Squalicum Creek Waterway, which is a
designated federal channel. This area historically had docks and moorage dolphins along the
channel. The pilings supporting these historic docks and piers were removed in 2007, and an old
breakwater remains. Water depth along the shoreline currently varies from 0 to -10 feet, and the
authorized depth in the Squalicum Creek Waterway is -26 feet.
Future Plans: This parcel is currently available for lease for an industrial or outdoor storage use
consistent with Whatcom County Heavy Industrial zoning and Whatcom County Urban shoreline
regulations, provided the proposed use does not require public water or sewer service. The Port
or future tenant will need to work with Whatcom County to determine appropriate shoreline
buffers, setbacks and stormwater treatment requirements prior to development.
Annexation to the City of Bellingham may be required prior to extension of City water and sewer
service to serve future development. If this area is annexed, City zoning, Urban Conservancy
shoreline regulations and buffer requirements would apply. The current regulations would leave
limited space for development. The City and Port need to work cooperatively to address issues
related to water and sewer service, shoreline regulations, road access, upgrade and maintenance
of Shultz Drive and potential impacts to existing businesses prior to annexation of this peninsula.

Mt. Baker Products, Gaston Bay Building, Little Squalicum Beach and remaining vacant land
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The vacant land behind Mt. Baker Product is constrained by Whatcom County shoreline regulations and
Critical Area buffers, and does not have access to public water or sewer, or an improved public road.
Coordination with the City of Bellingham and Whatcom County regarding road access, utilities, shoreline
buffers and stormwater requirements will be required prior to development.
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Figure 8 - Squalicum Harbor Land & Facilities

24

Squalicum Harbor
Squalicum Harbor is situated on the northern shores of Bellingham Bay within the City of Bellingham’s
Central Business District Neighborhood, and a short cruise from the San Juan and Gulf Islands.
Squalicum Harbor is a five-star EnviroStars full-service marina surrounded by marine services and
supplies, water-related industry, restaurants, commercial uses, two yacht clubs, and public access
opportunities, including a public boat launch, a shoreline promenade, the Marine Life Center, Zuanich
Point Park and Squalicum Harbor’s Fishermen’s Memorial.

Port Buildings and Facilities
Squalicum Harbor
Facility Description: Squalicum Harbor is a full-service marina with approximately 1,400 slips,
visitor moorage, individual-owned boathouses, utilities and wi-fi, pump-out facilities, showers,
restrooms, laundry facilities, fuel service, a harbor office, weblockers, commercial gear storage
areas, a sawtooth dock, a four lane boat launch and associated parking. Water depth within the
Squalicum Harbor is -10’ to -12’ MLLW.
Future Plans: Scheduled maintenance projects include: sawtooth dock repairs, electrical power
upgrades, remodel Harbor Center restrooms, showers and laundry, lighting improvements and
security cameras. In the next few years, the floats in the inner harbor will need to be replaced and
realigned, Gate 5 floats needs to be upgraded, and the Gate #3 restrooms need to be refurbished.

Boat Launch and Parking
Facility Description: The Squalicum boat launch is a four lane launch facility for small vessels, with
associated vehicle and boat trailer parking.
Future Plans: This facility is likely to continue being a public boat launch. Improvements are
currently under way to modify the ramps and floats to allow larger vessels to be launched.

Weblockers and Commercial Fishing Gear storage
Facility Description: The Port owns five webhouses to store commercial fishing gear, located near
Gate 7 and the sawtooth dock. In addition, a fenced storage yard and several parking areas are
used for outdoor storage of fishing gear, vessels and trailers.
Future Plans: The 2016 budget includes funding for webhouse siding, and new roofs are needed
in the next few years. The area west of Zuanich Park which is currently used for outdoor gear
storage is a prime location for commercial development or public use. An alternate outdoor gear
storage area would allow redevelopment of this area.

Sawtooth Dock
Facility Description: The sawtooth dock is approximately 400’ long with a sawtooth like pattern to
facilitate moorage and commercial fishing gear loading. The dock and adjacent bulkhead are
equipped with two 12’ beam, two ton cranes for loading fishing gear and small vessels.
Future Plans: Maintain and upgrade the sawtooth dock to support commercial fishing vessel
moorage and gear offloading.
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Harbor Center: The Harbor Center is a 27,000 square foot commercial and office complex, which
includes the Port administrative offices, the Port Commission Chambers, public restrooms, laundry
facilities and showers, and lease space for offices, commercial tenants and a waterfront restaurant.
This complex is proposed to be used for Port administrative use and commercial lease in the future.
Marina Square: The Marina Square is a recently updated 17,000 square foot Port building which
houses the Squalicum Harbor Office, a restaurant and lease space for commercial tenants. This
complex will continue to be used by the Squalicum Harbormaster and commercial tenants in the
future.
Harbor Mall: Harbor Mall is an older, one-story 24,000 square foot building, leased for commercial
use and marine-related services. The size and shape of this building does not optimize use of the land
it occupies, and this building is over-due for redevelopment. The Harbor Mall may be remodeled or
replaced with a larger mixed-use building in the vicinity of the existing building. If so, the surrounding
parking areas, circulation and landscaping may be realigned to make more efficient use of the space.
Squalicum Esplanade: A 9,600 square foot Port building leased for restaurant and office use. The
fire sprinklers in this building are scheduled to be upgraded in the near future.
Bellingham Cold Storage: The Port owns portions of four buildings located within the Bellingham
Cold Storage complex. These buildings are leased for water-related industrials use, and this use is
likely to continue in the future.

Properties and Land Leases: The Port leases land to a variety of tenants for water-oriented uses and
other commercial uses and services.
Existing Tenants:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Puget Sound Energy
Pacific Pride
Tri-County Marine
CityMac
Lake Union Sea Ray
Yorkston Oil Company
Bellingham Cold Storage
Seaview Boatyard
Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC)

Future Plans: Tenants and uses change over time, consistent with zoning and shoreline regulations.

Public Access Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•

Waterfront Promenade: This waterfront walking and bicycle route includes viewpoints, benches,
landscaping and interpretive signs, and extends around Squalicum Harbor from Zuanich Point to
the Bellwether Peninsula.

•

Zuanich Point Park: Waterfront park with visitor moorage, large lawn, artwork, benches, picnic
tables, walking trails, a playground and public restrooms.

•

Squalicum Boathouse: A public meeting space with conference rooms, and a catering kitchen
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popular for a variety of community events, business conferences, weddings and private parties.
•

Fishermen’s Memorial: a sculpture and memorial honoring commercial fishers lost at sea.

Future Plans: Continue to maintain and enhance the waterfront parks, trails, furniture, landscaping
and the Squalicum Boathouse for public use and enjoyment. Extend the Waterfront Promenade over
time to provide a continuous waterfront bicycle and pedestrian route from Little Squalicum Beach
through Squalicum Harbor, Bellwether and the Waterfront District to Cornwall Beach.

Vacant or Underutilized Land:
The one-acre commercial fishing gear storage area west of Zuanich Park, and the two fishing gear
storage yards adjacent to Webhouse #1 and #4 could be redeveloped for public parking or a more
intensive public or private use, if an alternate location is identified for fishing gear storage and trailer
parking. The zoning and shoreline regulations in this area allow mixed-use development with a
water-dependent uses on the ground floor.
An additional 1.2-acre parcel along Squalicum Parkway adjacent to Squalicum Creek is not suitable for
development due to steep slopes, wetlands and shoreline setbacks. This parcel could be retained by
the Port for public access and habitat enhancement, or dedicated to the City or County for park or open
space use.

Related Planning Documents
•

Squalicum Harbor Land Use Plan, Port of Bellingham, 1983 and amendments dated 1997, 1998,
2004 and 2005.
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Figure 9 - Bellwether on the Bay Land & Facilities
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Bellwether On The Bay
The Bellwether on the Bay® development is located on a man-made peninsula consisting of dredge
material from Squalicum Harbor. The peninsula is developed with a combination of public and private
buildings and public amenities, including a hotel, meeting facilities, restaurants, retail shops, office
buildings, and a public park with a performance stage, plaza furnishings, and a waterfront promenade
surrounding the shoreline. The U.S Coast Guard station is a private inholding on the peninsula, and the
Squalicum Harbor Gate 12, the boat launch and boat launch parking are also located on this peninsula.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•

Bellwether Building: This 32,400 square foot retail and building is owned by the Port and leased
to businesses for retail, restaurant and office uses. The building is in good condition and is usually
fully occupied.

•

Bayview Center: The 32,369 square foot Bayview Center consists of two buildings with banquet
and meeting rooms, retail space and offices. These facilities are in good condition. The banquet
and meeting rooms are underutilized at this time.

•

Bellwether Parking Garage: When Bellwether Phase 1 was constructed, the Port constructed a
269 stall parking garage under the hotel, office buildings and Tom Glenn Commons. Sixty-seven
stalls within the garage are currently reserved for hotel customers, and the balance of the garage
spaces, common-use surface parking and on-street parking are shared by other users, including
Gate 12 marina customers, tenants and visitors to the Bellwether Building and Bayview Center.

•

Gate 12: Gate 12 includes restrooms, showers and laundry facilities for marina customers.
Parking for Gate 12 customers is available in the Bellwether parking garage and shared surface
parking lots.

•

Boat launch and trailer parking: The Squalicum Harbor boat launch and proposed
modifications to this facility are discussed in the previous section on Squalicum Harbor. Boat
trailer parking occupies approximately 3.6 acres within the Bellwether Planning area, and the 0.8acre overflow parking lot adjacent to the Redden Marine Site is used for boat trailers during peak
boating periods and for Bellwether customers during large events. Ample parking is available
during most of the year, but parking is limited during large events and sunny summer weekends.

Future Plans: Future use of Port facilities at Bellwether is likely to be similar to the existing uses.
Office tenants and retail uses may change. At this time, the Port intends to retain ownership and
continue to lease the Bellwether Building and Bayview Center. One or more of these facilities could
be sold in the future. The Port is exploring options to increase use of the Bayview Center banquet and
meeting rooms, and attract additional customers to the retail and restaurant businesses in this area.
The Port will continue to monitor parking and work with tenants, marina customers, and event
sponsors to make sure that ample parking is available for boaters, tenants, and event customers.
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Properties and Land Leases:
Existing Facilities:
•

Hotel Bellwether: A 68 room hotel with restaurant, meeting space and an outdoor dining area,
located on top of the parking garage, which is used by hotel customers, other tenants and visitors.
A privately-owned dock in front of the hotel provides moorage space for hotel guests.

•

Hearthfire Grill: A 5,463 square foot waterfront restaurant located on Port owned lease land.

•

Cohanim Bellwether Building A: A 78,400 office building with retail and restaurant space on
the ground floor and a 174 space below-grade parking garage, on Port leased land.

•

Cohanim Bellwether Building B: A 11,000 square foot building used for retail and offices.

•

Cohanim Bellwether Building C: A 10,000 square foot retail and office building with below
grade parking. The plaza east of this building is located on the top of the parking garage. An art
project and outdoor seating area is proposed to increase public use of this plaza.

•

Cohanim Bellwether Building D parcel: The Building D parcel is currently used for surface
parking. The Port, City and previous developer, Bellwether Gate (BWG) LLC entered into a Joint
Shared Parking Agreement for Bellwether Gate Buildings A-D. This Parking Agreement requires
a portion of the Building D parcel to be available for Building A-C parking. The agreement needs
to be updated to reflect proposed changes in building uses and parking location prior to Building D
development.

•

Anthony’s Restaurant: A 5,079 square foot waterfront restaurant with an outdoor dining area.

•

Redden Marine Supply: A 10,000 square foot pole building used for marine-related retail and
services. This building does not match the architectural style of the newer Bellwether Buildings.

Future Plans: Port properties at Bellwether are fully developed, with a good mix of public and private
uses, including commercial, retail, office and hospitality uses. The uses may change slightly into the
future to add some full-time residential units, which could generate additional evening activity and
market for the restaurants and retail uses. Regulations allow residential use above the ground floor.
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Public Access Facilities:
Facility Descriptions:
•

Tom Glenn Commons: A public waterfront park with a performance stage, plaza with outdoor
seating area is a public destination which enhances the adjacent properties.

•

Waterfront Promenade: Waterfront walking and bicycle route with viewpoints, benches,
landscaping and interpretive signs, which extends around Squalicum Harbor from Zuanich Point
to the Bellwether Peninsula, and continues into the Waterfront District.

Future Plans: Continue to maintain and enhance the Tom Glenn Commons park, plaza, furniture and
landscaping for public use and enjoyment. Extend the Waterfront Promenade over time to provide a
continuous waterfront bicycle and pedestrian route from Little Squalicum Beach through Bellwether
By The Bay and the Waterfront District to Cornwall Beach Park, and along the South Bay Trail to
Fairhaven.

Tom Glenn Commons with Hotel Bellwether in background

Vacant or Underutilized Land: There is not much vacant or underutilized land in the Bellwether By
The Bay development. The vacant parcel south of Redden Marine Supply, currently used by boat launch
overflow parking and event parking may be available for future development if shared parking
agreements are revised, and remote parking sites or additional below-grade or structured parking are
developed in the future. The Cohanim Bellwether building D parcel is likely to be developed soon.

Related Planning Documents:
•

Squalicum Harbor Land Use Plan, Port of Bellingham, 1983 and amendments dated 1997, 1998,
2004 and 2005.
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Figure 10 - Waterfront District Land & Facilities
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The Waterfront District
The Waterfront District is a 237-acre mixed-use redevelopment site located in the City of Bellingham.
This site has been the subject of a joint multi-year master planning process by the Port and the City of
Bellingham, with the participation of other agencies, including Western Washington University,
Washington State Department of Ecology, and Washington State Department of Natural Resources.
This process included the preparation and joint adoption of the 2013 Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan, a
Waterfront District Development Agreement, an Interlocal Agreement for Facilities in the Waterfront
District, a Planned Action Ordinance and an associated Environmental Impact Statement developed
under the State Environmental Policy Act, with numerous opportunities for public involvement, including
public meetings and public hearings by the Port, City and other agencies.
For planning purposes, the Waterfront District has been divided into five planning areas, which are
summarized below. The following descriptions are a summary of Port-owned land and facilities within the
Waterfront District, and the proposed future uses of this land. The fifth planning area is Cornwall Beach,
which is owned by the City of Bellingham. For additional detail, please refer to the Waterfront District
Sub-Area Plan, the Waterfront District Development Regulations, and the associated Development
Agreement and Interlocal Agreement for Facilities referenced at the end of this section.

The Downtown Waterfront Area: The Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan calls for a mix of housing,
office and institutional uses in this development area, centered around a network of public parks, trails
and open space. A site for a higher-education or other institutional or business campus is identified along
the southern edge. This area will have an urban character with pedestrian-oriented uses encouraged
along arterial streets and the waterfront promenade.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•
•
•
•
•

Boardmill Building: A vacant 43,600 square foot two-story brick and steel building
constructed in 1946. This building has potential for adaptive reuse.
Alcohol Plant: A vacant 3-6 story 60,000 square foot brick and steel building constructed
1937-1946. This building will be evaluated in the future to determine its reuse potential.
Lignin Warehouse: A vacant 51,870 square foot one story metal building with a covered
loading dock. This building could be upgraded for reuse.
GP Wharf: A 1,250-foot long wharf along the south side of the Whatcom Waterway.
Historic Icons: The Port has retained the Ceramic Tanks, Digester Building Tanks, a large
Acid Ball, a Chipper Motor and numerous gears, cogs, doors and equipment form the Georgia
Pacific paper mill for potential uses in historic interpretations and art.

Future Plans: This area will be redeveloped as a mixed-use urban village with a mix of housing,
offices, commercial, recreation, educational uses and visitor moorage consistent with the
Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan. The existing buildings and icons will be further evaluated for
adaptive reuse. All or part of the GP Wharf may be removed in the future if no longer needed for
marine access.

Properties and Land Leases:
The Port has entered into a Master Development Agreement with Harcourt Bellingham LLC to
develop 18.8 acres in the Downtown Waterfront Area, and has a Memorandum of Understanding
with Western Washington University for the six acre Western Crossings Development Area. The
properties within these agreement areas are proposed to be leased or sold for mixed-use
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development over the next 20 to 25 years. The current boundaries of the Harcourt MDA and
Western Crossings MOU are illustrated on Fig. 10. These boundaries may change over time.

Log Pond Area: The Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan and associated regulations designate this area
as an Industrial Mixed-use area to be utilized for transportation, construction or light industrial uses. The
Port owns approximately 20 acres of developable land, excluding the PSE Co-Generation Facility, BNSF
rail line and Cornwall Avenue.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•
•

800 Cornwall Building: A 48,000 square foot metal building with reuse potential. This
building is proposed to be leased or sold for a light industrial use.
921 Cornwall building: A 5,800 square foot two story wood frame building currently used for
storage and office use. This building has utilities and is usable as is, but may eventually be
demolished or redeveloped.

Future Plans: The Port buildings in this area are proposed to be leased or sold for transportation,
construction or light industrial uses consistent with the Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan and
Industrial Mixed-use zoning.

Properties and Land Leases: The Port owns approximately 20 acres of vacant developable
land in the Log Pond Area. Portions of this land are used for construction staging, storage and
parking. The Port is actively seeking short term and long term light industrial tenants to lease this
property for uses consistent with the Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan and development
regulations. A 50’ buffer along the Log Pond shoreline will be dedicated to the City for public
access and habitat use.

Shipping Terminal Area: The existing deep water port in this planning area will be maintained for
shipping, port and industrial related opportunities. The uplands in this area and an additional 20 acres in
the adjacent Log Pond area are available for lay down and staging area to support the Shipping Terminal
facilities. The facility is adjacent to the Whatcom Waterway Federal channel. Water depth at the berths
are between -28 and -34’ MLLW. Adjacent navigation channel depths are up to -40 MLLW.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•
•
•

Shipping Terminal: The Bellingham Shipping Terminal (BST), located at 625 Cornwall
Avenue, includes two 41,880 and 45,768 square foot warehouses with 24’ clear span height, a
1,250’ deep water pier and 550’ barge pier, with 3-phase power and nearby rail access.
Port Shop: A 12,565 square foot building is used for Port maintenance offices and shop.
625 Cornwall Office building: This 6,000 square foot office building was formerly used for
Port administrative offices and is currently leased for various short term uses. This old building
could be demolished or redeveloped if an alternate use is identified for this site.

Future Plans: These existing buildings may be retained and occupied as they are now, or
redeveloped for light-industrial, marine cargo or other water-oriented uses consistent with the
Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan, Industrial Mixed-use zoning and Shoreline Regulations.
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Properties and Land Leases: Approximately 15 acres of vacant land at the Shipping
Terminal is available for short term or long term industrial use, consistent with the Waterfront
District Sub-Area Plan, Industrial Mixed-use zoning and Bellingham Shoreline Regulations.

Marine Trades Area: The Marine Trades Area includes Port and private land north of the Whatcom
Waterway. The main focus of development in this area is to accommodate jobs revolving around marine
trades such as fishing, boat building, boat repair, marine haul out facilities, marine product manufacturing
and supplies, research and development.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•

Tissue Warehouse:- A 240,000 square foot single story concrete tilt-up building
constructed in 1999, with 26’ ceiling height, fire sprinklers and ten loading docks.

•

Technology Development Center (TDC): a 10,000 square foot research and
development center located within the Tissue Warehouse, currently used by Western
Washington University, Bellingham Technical College and private sector partners for
research and development.

•

C Street Terminal: A marine cargo facility with a bulkhead and heavy crane pad.

•

Aerated Stabilization Basin (ASB)- a 39-acre wastewater lagoon constructed by
Georgia Pacific for wastewater treatment, and currently used for stormwater.

•

All American Marine Building: (under construction) A 51,177 square feet building
designed for fabrication of large marine vessels, which is currently under construction.

Future Plans: The Port will continue to market vacant buildings and sites for uses consistent with
the Waterfront District Industrial Mixed-Use zoning and Bellingham shoreline regulations.
Properties located adjacent to the ASB, Whatcom Waterway and I&J Waterway will be reserved
for water-oriented uses. The ASB will be used for stormwater management until funding to
remove or remediate contaminated sediments is available. At that time, alternative uses of the
facility will be considered, including conversion of the facility to a marina or other water-dependent
use which supports marine trade jobs.

Properties and Land Leases:
Existing Facilities:
•
•
•
•
•

Bornstein Seafoods: seafood processing
Bitter End Boatworks: boat storage and repair
Landings at Colony Wharf: vessel launching and repair and barge landing
Bellingham Marine Industries: marine industrial fabrication
Sanitary Services: parking for adjacent solid waste management business

Future Plans: The Port will continue to market vacant buildings and sites for uses consistent with
the Waterfront District Industrial Mixed-Use zoning and Bellingham shoreline regulations.
Properties with direct access to the Whatcom Waterway and I & J Waterway will be reserved for
water-oriented uses.
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Figure 11- Waterfront District Marine Trades Area Land & Facilities
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Public Access Facilities: The Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan and the associated Interlocal
Agreement for Facilities in the Waterfront District plans for an interconnected network of waterfront parks
and trails over the next twenty-five years. Under this agreement, the Port will dedicate land for parks and
the City will construct and maintain the City parks. At full build-out 33 acres of public parks are proposed.
Additional public open space and plazas may be dedicated by developers. The Port is planning to
construct visitor moorage along the south side of the Whatcom Waterway as this area develops.
The exact location and design of the Waterfront District parks will be determined at the time of
development. The Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan and Facilities Agreement may be modified over time
to respond to development proposals, funding opportunities, or changes in market conditions.

Vacant or Underdeveloped land:
Most of the Port-owned land within the Waterfront District Downtown Waterfront, Log Pond and Shipping
Terminal development areas is vacant or underdeveloped, and a portion of the Marine Trades area is
vacant or underdeveloped. The Port acquired most of this vacant land from Georgia Pacific in 2005 with
the intent to work jointly with the City of Bellingham, Department of Ecology and partner agencies to
conduct the required master planning, complete environmental cleanup, install roads and utilities and
prepare the site for redevelopment. The Waterfront District Sub-area Plan and the associated planning
documents referenced below were adopted in December 2013. The Port and City are actively working
to complete the environmental cleanup and install the roads, utilities and parks in accordance with the
phasing plans included in these documents. Cleanup is substantially complete in the Downtown
Waterfront area and the first phase arterial roads, utilities and waterfront park will be constructed in 2017.
The Port of Bellingham Waterfront District Property Development Plan adopted in December, 2013,
declared that all Port land located within the Waterfront District that is transferred or sold consistent with
the Master Plan is surplus to the needs of the Port. Each transfer, sale, lease or development will come
before the Port Commission for further approval.

GP West Capping Project, July 2016, preparing the Downtown Waterfront Area for redevelopment

Related Planning Documents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan, December 2013
The Waterfront District Property Development Plan, Port of Bellingham, December 2013
Development Agreement Between the Port of Bellingham and City of Bellingham, December 2013
Interlocal Agreement for Facilities Within the Waterfront District, December 2013
Bellingham Shipping Terminal Master Plan, 1983, updated in 1997, 1998, 2004 and 2005
Central Waterfront Redevelopment Plan, January 2000.
Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements for Hilton Terminal, 1944, updated in 2000
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Figure 12- Fairhaven Terminal Land & Facilities
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Fairhaven
The Port owns 33 acres of uplands and manages 65 acres of state tidelands in Fairhaven. These
properties include Fairhaven Shipyards, the Bellingham Cruise Terminal (BCT), Fairhaven Station,
Fairhaven Marine Industrial Park, the Community Boating Center, a small craft (motorized and
human-powered) launch and seasonal moorage, a number of commercial and industrial buildings
which house local businesses, and a popular waterfront park.

Port Buildings and Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Marine Park: a 3.5-acre waterfront park with picnic tables, a covered area, restrooms and a
beach used by kayakers for water-access.
Fairhaven Shipyards: A ship yard used for ship building and maintenance since the early 1900s.
The shipyard includes two dry docks, a marine railway, a fabrication building, warehouse, office
buildings, office trailers, fuel tanks, stormwater facilities, a number of small sheds and parking.
The Harris Avenue Shipyard MTCA site impacts the uplands and sediments in this area.
Bellingham Cruise Terminal: The Bellingham Cruise Terminal (BCT) facilities are operated to
support the Alaska Marine Highway System ferry, and several smaller charter vessels. BCT
includes a terminal building, warehouse, docks for large and small vessels, and a fuel tank farm.
The dome room on the second floor of the terminal is a popular space for meetings and events.
Warehouse #4: a warehouse used by the Alaska Marine Highway System, US Coast Guard and
several other tenants.
Community Boating Center: a small building and lease space used by a non-profit organization
for boater education classes, boat storage and boat rental.
Boat launch: a shallow two-lane boat launch with a seasonal float, parking and public restrooms.
Fairhaven Marine Industrial Park (FMIP): An industrial complex with eight buildings ranging
from 7,000 to 30,000 square feet each, leased for marine-related and light-industrial uses, and a
small boat yard with a marine haul-out dock.
Fairhaven Station: A multi-modal transportation station providing Amtrak train, Whatcom Transit
Authority and Greyhound bus service, and housing a number of commercial businesses and
offices. Short term and long term parking is available across Harris Avenue.
Index Sensors: The Port worked with Index sensors to renovate this 16,000 warehouse building
to LEED Gold standards for manufacturing of specialized mechanical equipment.

Future Plans: No significant changes are proposed for the use of Port buildings or facilities. Individual
tenants and businesses will change over time, consistent with city zoning and shoreline regulations.
The Port plans to continue maintenance and minor upgrades to existing facilities and has a number of
environmental cleanup and restoration projects in Fairhaven.
•
•
•
•

Harris Ave. Shipyard Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) site: a significant upland and in-water
cleanup project to remove or cap historic contamination. The Carpenter Building and some of the
other older buildings and sheds will be demolished or relocated during the cleanup.
Shipyard Pier: Replace the wooden portion of the Shipyard Pier. This project will be coordinated
with the Harris Avenue Shipyard site cleanup.
Shoreline Restoration: Repair marine shorelines where bulkheads or rip rap are failing.
Parking: Parking lots and access routes may be relocated or realigned over time to make more
efficient use of space.
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•

•

Demolish or Upgrade Old Buildings: The Carpenter Building, Dogfish Building, Warehouse #9
and FMIP Building #8 and a number of the small outbuildings and sheds at the Shipyard are
nearing the end of their useful life. Several of these buildings need to be demolished or
significantly remodeled over the next 5-10 years.
Railroad Crossings: Three BNSF rail crossings in Fairhaven impact Port property. The Port
plans to work with the City of Bellingham, BNSF, Port tenants and area residents to upgrade
these rail crossings to improve safety and facilitate the proposed Fairhaven Quiet Zone.

Land Leases:
Existing Facilities: The Port currently has land leases with Fairhaven Shipyards and All American
Marine for land within the shipyard, a land lease with Alaska Marine Highway System for the parking
and staging area associated with the Alaska ferry, with the US Coast Guard for the Coast Guard pier
and adjacent parking, and with Index Sensors for the parking area surrounding the Index Sensors
building.
Future Plans: Individual tenants and businesses within existing lease sites will change over time,
consistent with city zoning and shoreline regulations. All American Marine will relocate to a new
building under construction within the Waterfront District, and Fairhaven Shipyards is likely to lease
the vacated space within the existing ship yard. The Port is working with a potential tenant to lease
the vacant space within FMIP, and has considered proposals by the City, Fairhaven merchants and
developers to construct public parking on Port land or expand public use of existing Port parking
facilities.

Public Access Facilities:
Existing Facilities:
•
•
•

Bellingham Cruise Terminal: The dome room on the second floor of the terminal is a popular
space for public and private meetings and events. The ground floor of this facility and the adjacent
wharf is used for public access and water enjoyment.
Boat launch: the two-lane boat launch has a seasonal float, parking and public restrooms.
Marine park: a 3.5-acre waterfront park with picnic tables, a covered area, restrooms and a
beach used by kayakers for water-access.

Future Plans: No significant new public access facilities are proposed to Fairhaven. The Port will maintain
the existing boat launch for small craft (motorized and human-powered) launch as long as water depth
supports continued use, and will explore future options for alternate launch facilities when necessary.
Improvements to circulation, signage and staging areas for hand launch vessels are proposed to improve
safety and convenience for boaters and reduce conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles with trailers.

Vacant or Underdeveloped Land:
Most of the Port land in Fairhaven is fully developed and actively used. There is one small vacant parcel
on Harris Ave. near the entrance to the boat launch parking lot, and approximately 1.5 acres at the north
end of the Fairhaven Marine Industrial Park (FMIP) which includes the vacant FMIP Building #8. Both of
these parcels, and FMIP Building #8 are available for reuse or redevelopment.

Related Planning Documents:
•

Fairhaven Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements, November 2008, and 2014 update.
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Chapter 3: Capital Project Summaries
Relationship to Annual Strategic Budget
This Chapter summarizes the Port Capital Projects proposed for each geographic planning area during
the upcoming five to ten year planning period. The Port of Bellingham Annual Strategic Budget includes
additional information regarding the timing and budget for the projects funded in the upcoming budget
year, and a projected timeline for projects proposed in the five year forecast timeframe.

Port Planning Areas
For planning purposes, Port properties are organized into eight geographic planning areas listed below,
which are further described in Chapter 2.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blaine Wharf District
Sumas Cargo Terminal
Bellingham International Airport
Little Squalicum Beach
Squalicum Harbor
Bellwether on the Bay
The Waterfront District
Fairhaven

Other Port Planning Documents
The Port also maintains a Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan which provides
additional information regarding projects eligible for funding under the State Recreation and
Conservation Organization and other grant funding programs. This document is updated every six
years and may include additional projects not listed in the Port Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor
Improvements (CSHI.)
The Port has adopted individual Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvement Plans, Sub-Area Plans,
Land Use Plans, Master Plans, Environmental Impact Statements, Comprehensive Wetland Strategies,
Stromwater Management Plans, Habitat Restoration Plans, and MTCA Cleanup Plans for several of the
geographic planning areas, and has obtained agency approval of Planned Unit Developments, Planned
Contracts, Planned Development Permits or Binding Site Plans for various geographic areas of the Port.
These documents may provide additional detail regarding proposed projects in that planning area. Many
of these other planning documents are cross-referenced in Chapter 2 of this document. Other
documents and additional information on Port projects and activities may be found on the Port of
Bellingham website at www.portofbellingham.com.
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Blaine Harbor
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain harbor and boat launch floats, utilities and sewage pump-out facilities
Maintenance dredging of harbor and boat launch area
Replace or repair dock boxes and dock carts as needed
Maintain roofs, paint, doors, plumbing and mechanical systems in existing buildings
Maintain, repair and upgrade landscaping, pathways and decking
Maintain and restripe parking lots and associated stormwater facilities
Replace/ update directional signs as needed
Maintain and upgrade outdoor lighting

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Upgrade water line to improve boathouse fire flow
Repair and reconfigure the Sawtooth dock, with a two-ton crane for gear loading
Upgrade/ replace failing marine bulkheads and riprap
Upgrade North and South Piers
Reconstruct Marine Drive and bulkheads to Jorgensen Pier (joint City/Port project)
Consider options to reestablish Blaine Harbor fuel facility
Demolish and replace one or more webhouses
Demolish or remodel vacant and underutilized buildings in the industrial area
Upgrade or remove the boat yard marine rail facility and replace with a bulkhead/travel lift piers
Upgrade roads, circulation, and parking to support redevelopment

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
•
•

Blaine Marina MTCA site: cleanup of contaminated uplands and aquatic sediments
Westman MTCA site: cleanup contaminated uplands and aquatic sediments

Proposed New Facilities
The following facilities may be constructed jointly with the City of Blaine to support redevelopment of the
“Marina Village” portion of the Wharf District for mixed-use at some time in the future if the real estate
market supports mixed-use development and the Port Commission decides to pursue redevelopment of
this area. All of the following projects are dependent on significant private sector investment to
redevelop this area and would be funded by lease revenues, grants or other outside funding sources.
These projects are described in greater detail in the 2007 Blaine Wharf District Master Plan.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extend the Waterfront Promenade around the east side of the Harbor
Upgrade Milhollin Drive with sidewalks and street trees
Upgrade utilities to support commercial development in Marina Village
Dedicate Plover Park to the City of Blaine and construct associated public parking
Construct a wetland interpretive trail along the BNSF wetlands
Coordinate with the City to provide a landing area and access for a pedestrian bridge over the
BNSF railway and alternate landing area for the Plover ferry
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Sumas International Cargo Terminal
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•

Maintain roofs, paint, doors, plumbing and mechanical systems in the existing Port owned
building
Maintain and upgrade landscaping, access roads and parking lots as needed
Maintain pavement and stormwater systems and upgrade facilities as needed

No significant redevelopment, cleanup, environmental restoration or new facilities are proposed in
Sumas.

Teal Jones Lumber Services, Inc.
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Bellingham International Airport
NOTE: The following list includes projects referenced in the 2015 Airport Master Plan, Planned Unit
Development and Binding Site Plan. Please refer to the 2015 Bellingham International Airport Master
Plan, the 2014 BLI General Binding Site Plan 2 and BLI Planned Unit Development, and subsequent
updates to these documents for additional detail regarding the projects described below and additional
projects which may be approved in future updates to these planning documents.

Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain runways, taxiways, aprons, remain overnight parking and associated pavement,
drainage, deicing systems, lights, navigation systems, and Ground Service Equipment
Maintain the airport terminal building, utilities, mechanical equipment, waste disposal areas, fuel
truck storage areas, commissary, delivery and storage areas
Maintain AARF facility and equipment, and replace as needed
Maintain and upgrade airport parking lots, parking lot equipment and shuttle vehicles as needed
Maintain roadways, sidewalks, landscaping and stormwater collection and treatment systems
Maintain the Southwest and Alderwood Stormwater Ponds, access and associated drainage
Maintain airport fences, perimeter road access and security systems
Vegetation management to protect air space and maintain air traffic control tower line of sight

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Realign Taxiways E and H per approved Airport Master Plan, or future amendment
Upgrade Air Traffic Control Tower to improve line of sight to aircraft movement areas
Expand aviation fuel storage facilities
Construct new snow removal equipment facility
Upgrade sidewalks and landscaping to comply with the BLI Planned Unit Development
Expand airport parking areas to meet demand
Expand or replace Aircraft hangars and FBO facilities to support General Aviation customers
Upgrade, remodel or demolish vacant and underutilized buildings

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
•
•
•
•

Monitor and maintain the GP Wood Waste site
Maintain the six existing Conservation Areas located on airport land
Monitor and maintain the Phase 1 Off-Site Wetland Mitigation Area at Slater Road
Construct the Phase 2 Off-site Wetland Mitigation area at Slater Road when needed

Proposed New Facilities
•
•
•
•
•

Consider a new Instrument Landing System (ILS) for Runway 34, subject to FAA approval
Consider an Airport Radar Surveillance System (ARS) subject to FAA approval
Develop additional Remain Overnight (RON) parking spaces to accommodate demand
Work with FAA to obtain approval of the proposed bicycle and pedestrian route around the airport,
and pursue funding and partnerships for the design, permitting and construction of this trail
Consider purchase of Chinook Enterprise building located on Port land on Williamson Way
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Little Squalicum Beach
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•

Maintain Shultz Drive and the public parking lot at the end of Shultz Drive.
Continue working with City and County to maintain and improve public access to the beach

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•

Work with the City of Bellingham and Whatcom County to explore options to dedicate and
upgrade Shultz Drive as a public road (City or County) and improve stormwater drainage/ reduce
flooding in this area.

•

Work with City and County to consider alternatives to extend water and sewer service, with or
without annexation, to allow development of the property behind Mt. Baker Products. Or, identify
land uses which could be developed on this site without water or sewer, and prepare this site for
redevelopment.

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
•

Continue working with the City of Bellingham and other public and private stakeholders to
enhance the Little Squalicum Beach and estuary for habitat and public access.

•

Continue work with the City of Bellingham and other public and private stakeholders to remove
the fish passage barriers in the Squalicum Creek estuary.

Little Squalicum Beach with Cement Plant Pier in background
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Squalicum Harbor
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain harbor and boat launch floats and utilities
Maintenance dredging of harbor and boat launch
Maintain and upgrade marine bulkheads, wharfs and piers
Maintain roofs, paint, doors, plumbing and mechanical systems in existing buildings
Maintain and update landscaping, pathways and decking
Maintain and upgrade outdoor lighting
Replace dock boxes and dock carts as needed
Maintain and restripe parking lots
Maintain stormwater facilities
Replace/ update directional signs as needed

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Modify boat launch to accommodate launch of All American Marine vessels
Upgrade sewage pumpout facilities
Replace or upgrade fire suppression systems as needed
Structural repairs to Sawtooth dock
Remodel Harbor Center and Gate 3 restrooms
Design and install video surveillance system
Construct boathouse for Salish Star
Realign/replace floats in Squalicum Inner Harbor
Remodel or replace the Harbor Mall
Consolidate or relocate commercial fishing gear storage areas and restripe parking lots to allow
more efficient use or redevelopment of the parking and storage areas near Gates 3 and 5

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
•
•
•

Seaview North Cleanup and Habitat Restoration: The cleanup of contaminated sediments is
complete. Upland cleanup will be coordinated with the redevelopment of existing buildings.
The North West Fuel site: Upland soils. Substantially complete.
The Yorkston Oil site: Upland soils and groundwater. Substantially complete.

Proposed New Facilities
•
•

Consider the feasibility of dry stack storage facilities or upland boat storage facilities
Potential extension of F Dock in Outer harbor and associated modification to fuel dock
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Bellwether On The Bay
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain Bellwether parking garage, lighting, Tom Glenn Commons and other common areas
Maintain roofs, paint, doors, flooring, plumbing and mechanical systems in Port buildings
Maintain and update landscaping, pathways and plazas
Maintain and restripe parking lots as needed
Maintain stormwater facilities
Replace/ update directional signs as needed

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•
•
•

Realign landscaping and boat launch parking to accommodate All American Marine launch
Upgrade and realign parking for other areas to accommodate future uses
Upgrade the plaza adjacent to Cohanim Bellwether Building C to provide artwork and seating

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
No habitat or cleanup projects are proposed

Proposed New Facilities
No new facilities are planned

Bellwether on the Bay in background taken from Squalicum Harbor Boat Launch
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The Waterfront District
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain fencing, gates and security lighting
Maintain bulkheads, wharfs and piers
Maintain and upgrade Port roads and parking areas
Maintain roofs, paint, doors, flooring, plumbing and mechanical systems in Port buildings
Maintain landscaping and vegetation on Port land
Maintain stormwater collection and treatment facilities
Coordinate with the City to maintain City parks and trails located on Port land or PMAs
Inventory and maintain historic building materials and icons for potential reuse
Retain the buildings with potential for reuse and protect from weather damage and vandalism

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•
•
•
•
•

Remove, upgrade or replace inactive and failing bulkheads
Dismantle and recycle unwanted buildings and facilities
Upgrade pavement, utilities and stormwater facilities at Bellingham Shipping Terminal (BST)
Upgrade BST bulkheads and moorage facilities
Reconfigure and upgrade BST Rail-span Chemical Dock

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
Complete cleanup work associated with the following MTCA sites:
•
•
•
•
•
•

I&J Waterway: Cleanup of contaminated sediments
Central Waterfront: Cleanup contaminated uplands
Whatcom Waterway: Phase II- Cleanup aquatic sediments in ASB and Whatcom Waterway
Georgia Pacific West: Cleanup contaminated uplands
Cornwall Avenue Landfill: Cleanup contaminated upland and aquatic sediments
R.G Haley site, managed by the City of Bellingham.

Proposed New Facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Install roads, utilities and stormwater system in Log Pond Area to support new development
Evaluate options for boat haul out improvements in I&J waterway
Potential boat ramp and float to support youth sailing center
Construct new visitor moorage in Whatcom Waterway
Obtain barge ramp or crane to support the C Street Terminal
New float and associated in-water structures to support All American Marine facility
Coordinate with City to install private utilities and conduit for district heat within arterial streets
Coordinate with City to restore shorelines and complete site preparation in areas proposed for parks
Redevelop Aerated Stabilization Basin (ASB) after cleanup for use as a marina or another
appropriate use consistent with the Waterfront District zoning and shoreline regulations.
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Fairhaven
Routine Maintenance Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain boat launch, boat launch floats and public restrooms
Maintain wharfs, bulkhead, piers, pilings and vessel moorage facilities
Maintain Alaska Marine Highway docking and loading facilities
Maintain roofs, paint, doors, plumbing and mechanical systems in existing buildings
Maintain and upgrade utilities and fire suppression systems
Maintain and update landscaping, pathways, decking and Marine Park
Maintain and restripe parking lots and stormwater facilities
Replace/ update directional signs as needed
Maintain outdoor lighting
Maintain BCT fuel line

Upgrade or Redevelop Existing Facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Replace the wooden portion of the Shipyard pier
Demolish Carpenter Building
Demolish or redevelop Fairhaven Marine Industrial Park (FMIP) Building 8
Demolish or redevelop Dogfish Building, Warehouse 9 and other underutilized buildings when
they are no longer needed, if a more productive use of the building site is identified
Upgrade failing marine shoreline rip rap and bulkheads
Upgrade boat launch circulation and staging areas to improve access for hand-launched vessels.
Upgrade rail crossings to improve safety and facilitate quiet zones

Cleanup and Environmental Restoration Projects
•

Harris Ave. Shipyard Site: cleanup of contaminated uplands and aquatic sediments.

Proposed New Facilities: No new facilities are proposed in Fairhaven

Shipyard Pier with Faithful Servant dry dock
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